. After a short period of feeding they may emerge and re-enter the leaf lower down. They soon enter the leaf bases and eventually invade the rhizomes (Figure 3a) . The leaves and rhizomes on which the borers feed soon become infected with the bacteria and develop the characteristic rot. The infected leaves, rotted at the bases, fall over and turn brown (Figure 3b Extensive studies, using differential media for isolating the pathogen, showed that the soft-rot bacteria regularly survive the winter in the soil and are universally present in most cultivated soils. All experimental evidence indicates that the bacteria responsible for primary infection come from the soil and enter through the wounds made by the borer while feeding on the leaf bases. From this time on the bacteria are constantly present in the feeding tunnels made by the 
